A Journey Beyond the Beaten Path

Experience the natural beauty of Crete on a journey combining scenic coastal hikes, secluded beaches
and traditional mountain villages. Around Chania, dramatic landscapes meet the crystal-clear waters of
the Libyan Sea, creating the perfect setting for both adventure and relaxation. Walk through peaceful
pine forests, follow trails with spectacular sea views and swim at beautiful beaches such as Marmara.
Discover small fishing ports that remain inaccessible by road, offering a tranquil and authentic
atmosphere far from the crowds. Stay in a welcoming family-run cottage and enjoy genuine Cretan

hospitality, local flavours and traditional cuisine while exploring one of Greece’'s most captivating
regions.
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Highlights

Chania is a must-visit destination for those who love hiking and
swimming in beautiful natural landscapes. With its stunning mountains,
vast sea views, and quaint fishing villages, the region offers a perfect
blend of adventure and relaxation. This itinerary is designed to let you
have ample time to swim and enjoy the beaches, such as the stunning
Marmara beach, while optimizing the number of days you spend hiking
and fully immerse yourself in the experience. Relax in small ports that
are inaccessible by road, providing a unique and peaceful environment to
unwind, walk in pine forests and stay in a beautiful family run cottage
where you can also sample the amazing Cretan cuisine.

Crete: Secluded beaches, mountain villages and coastal hikes,
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General Information

Highlights

e Farniente at car-free Loutro
e Moderate hikes between mountains and sea
e The forest village of Agios loannis

Equipment needed

e Shoes suitable for walking on uneven terrain and providing ankle support (that will get wet)
e Small backpack

e 2 pairs of socks

e Change of shoes

e Energy snacks

e Swimsuit

e Waterproof jacket

e Hat or beanie

e Sunscreen

e Water bottle (At least 1.5 It for staying hydrated, especially in warm weather)
e Hiking poles (Optional)

Your package includes:

English speaking Tour Leader

e First aid kits and other necessary equipment
e Local Transportation

e 7 overnights with breakfast

e 4 Dinners (Day 2 - Day 6)

e Taxi boat Marmara - Loutro

e Ferry tickets

e Entry ticket to Samaria Gorge

e Liability insurance

e Taxes

Your package excludes:

e What is not mentioned above
Prices
Fully-guided:

e 1.280€/person for 4-5 participants
e 1.075€/person for 6-7 participants
e 905€/person for 8 participants

Single supplement: 245€/person
Self-Guided:
Available upon request
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Participation Requirements

e Ages between 16 - 75 years old
e Basic physical condition
e Lack of acrophobia

Crete: Secluded beaches, mountain villages and coastal hikes,
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Itinerary

Day 1: Chania, a melting pot of cultures

Walk through the narrow streets of the old town where you will notice the different architectural
references of the Ottoman Empire, the Venetians and the beautiful houses of the Jewish quarter.

Depending on your time of arrival, you can do a walk to the will walk to the Lighthouse for great photos
and continue to Kum Kapi, the favorite neighborhood of the locals, and even further to beautifully
preserved old tanneries of Halepa, which have also been used many times as a movie set.

In the afternoon, you will meet your local Trekking Hellas guide who will brief you on the following days of
your trip.

Overnight in Chania hotel ***

Day 2: Vassiliki Strata, the old cobbled path

The hike starts on an old cobbled path called the “Vasiliki Strata”, which was once the only connection
between Omalos mountain plain and the villages below before roads were built. The route runs through an
area with cypress forest mixed with pine trees, but also points with stunning views of the Gulf of Chania -
Kolymbari. In some areas of the route vultures nest.The hike ends in the village of Agia Irini, from where
you will be transferred to Sougia port to catch the afternoon ferry to Agia Roumeli.

Overnight in Agia Roumeli.

e Total distance: 4,3 km
e Hiking hours: 2
e Difficulty: 1/5

Day 3: Samaria Gorge (loop) and Agia Roumeli fortress

Have a healthy breakfast and get ready to walk through the famous and undeniably beautiful Samaria
Gorge, but we'll go the other way around and “the lazy way”, from the exit to the impressive Iron Gates,
where the walls of the gorge close in, leaving a space of only four meters for hikers. Of course you can
always go a bit further and go back to the Agia Roumeli exit. In the afternoon, while waiting for the
crowds to leave, you can visit the old abandoned village and the Agia Roumeli fortress. After the last boat

mazi’

TRAVEL & EVENTS



departs, you will experience the calm beauty of the village and enjoy it all to yourselves.

Overnight in Agia Roumeli.

e Total distance: 3 km
e Hiking hours: 1h
e Difficulty: 1/5

Day 4: The sandy stretch of Agios Pavlos and a pine forest

After yesterday’s lazy day, be prepared for a longer hike leading after 1 % hour to the long sandy
stretches of Agios Pavlos beach and the Byzantine church to the green and leafy village of Agios loannis,
passing by some of the greatest viewpoints to the Libyan Sea and Samaria Gorge. Because the last leg of

the hike is upwards through a pine forest, you can also catch a taxi boat to Sfakia and get transferred to
the village.

Overnight in Agios loannis.

e Total distance: 5.5 km
e Hiking hours: 2,5 hours
o Difficulty: 2/5

Day 5: The old mule track to car-free Loutro

The old mule cobbled path starts from the square of Anopolis village, which is connected to Agios loannis
by the Iron bridge of Aradena, a popular site for bungee jumping enthusiasts. The path then descends a
600-meter slope to Loutro. We will make a short detour to the ancient Anopolis ruins, located on a hill
west of Agia Ekaterini, for an unforgettable view. After 1.30 hours we reach the white-washed and car-free
Loutro, a fishing village reachable only on foot or by boat.

Overnight in Loutro.

e Total distance: 4 km
e Hiking hours: 2 hours
e Difficulty: 2/5

Day 6: The Marble beach of Marmara

After a hearty breakfast, you can start your day by heading out of Loutro towards Livaniana. The descent
to the ravine bed is a bit steep, but the views along the way are breathtaking. Once you reach the bottom
of the ravine, you will enter the Aradhena Gorge, which is a short but spectacular section of the hike. The
towering cliffs and crystal-clear water make for an unforgettable experience.
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After exiting the gorge, you will arrive at Marmara Beach, which is one of the most beautiful and secluded
beaches on the island. Here, you can indulge in some well-deserved relaxation and enjoy a delicious meal
at one of the seafront tavernas. If you're feeling adventurous, you can even take a dip in the refreshing
waters of the Mediterranean.

To return to Loutro, you have the option of taking a taxi boat or walking along the coast for an additional
hour. Either way, you're sure to have an unforgettable experience that will leave you with lasting
memories of your time in Crete.

e Total distance: 4 km
e Hiking hours: 2h
o Difficulty: 2/5

Day 7: On the way to Freshwater beach

We are heading towards a hidden treasure in the South known as Fresh Water Beach (Glyka Nera),
where we encounter underground rivers that merge with the sea. The freshwater, being lighter than the
saltwater, floats on top of it as it flows into the ocean.

After arriving in Chora Sfakia, we will visit a local bakery for local products and start our return to Chania.

Note: although the path is generally safe and not challenging, individuals with vertigo may find certain
sections slightly difficult, despite them being mostly 1.5 meters wide.

Overnight in Chania

e Total distance: 6 km
e Hiking hours: 3 hours
o Difficulty: 2/5

Day 8: End of trip

End of trip

Crete: Secluded beaches, mountain villages and coastal hikes,

®®
8 days
16 September 2026 718 ma z I

TRAVEL & EVENTS



Crete: Secluded beaches, mountain
villages and coastal hikes, 8 days

A Journey Beyond the Beaten Path

Experience the natural beauty of Crete on a journey combining scenic coastal hikes, secluded beaches and
traditional mountain villages. Around Chania, dramatic landscapes meet the crystal-clear waters of the Libyan
Sea, creating the perfect setting for both adventure and relaxation. Walk through peaceful pine forests, follow
trails with spectacular sea views and swim at beautiful beaches such as Marmara. Discover small fishing ports
that remain inaccessible by road, offering a tranquil and authentic atmosphere far from the crowds. Stay in a
welcoming family-run cottage and enjoy genuine Cretan hospitality, local flavours and traditional cuisine while
exploring one of Greece’s most captivating regions.

For more information and real-time availability:

View the trip online

or contact us

ABnva ©ggoaAovikn
Ippokratous 58 Kolonaki, 2nd Tsimiski 85, 6th floor, Postal
floor, Postal Code 10680 Code 54622
(+30) 210 6927000 (+30) 2310 238 025
info@mazitravel.com info@mazitravel.com

www.mazitravel.com

Follow us on social media
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https://mazitravel.com
https://www.facebook.com/MaziTravel/
https://www.instagram.com/mazi_travel/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mazi-travel-events/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj07Q3l5-kYyFfwEPes4B3A
https://mazitravel.com/en/p/crete-secluded-beaches-mountain-villages-and-coastal-hikes-8-days/
tel:+30210 6927000
mailto:info@mazitravel.com
tel:+302310 238 025
mailto:info@mazitravel.com

